t. 
Fi 


Christian Culture Series 


Programme 
Excerpts from “Rigoletto” and ‘‘Faust”’ 


given by members of the 


Opera School 
of the 
Royal Conservatory of Music of Toronto 
Nicholas Goldschmidt, Musical Director 


Herman Geiger-Torel, Stage Director 
Andrew hipaa ieee Assistant Stage Director 


Tuesday, April 3, 1951, 8:30 p.m. 
St. Denis Hall—Assumption College (Windsor, On Ont. 


aa 


“RIGOLETTO” — ActlIl 


Music by Giuseppe Verdi 
Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave 


CAST 
in order of appearance 
FRGORANQ siete, outa acts cornea oom iis ie tscctgeieee Gilles Lamontange 
Sparafucile, a professional CGSCASTE Go An thee Andrew MacMillan 
Gilda;Hagoletio’s donighter.... 223i June Kowalchuk 
SeOvOn RG, NOY -Cugrlan.. 7... cos. bag eo i esses Joanne Ivey 
Duke of Mantua, disguised as a student... Pierre Boutet 
SYNOPSIS 


It is late at night, the scene a secluded street with Rigoletto’s house on one side and 
nearby the palace of the Count Ceprano. Rigoletto, still brooding on the dreadful 
curse of Monterone, meets the sinister Sparafucile (whose name in Italian means “gun- 
man”), who introduces himself as a professional assassin, willing for a fee to rid the 
hunchback of any of his enemies. He asks Rigoletto to call on him if and when his 
services are needed. 


Rigoletto is now left alone. He soliloquizes on his wretchedness. His hate for his 
pleasure-loving master, the Duke, and the spiteful courtiers, has twisted his soul as his 
body. And now we see the other, more tender and more secret side of his nature. He 
has a daughter, Gilda; it is she whose seclusion he preserves jealously, his carefully 
guarded visits to her here in this quiet place have been taken for love-meetings by his 
courtiers. Gilda now appears and tries to console her father in his obvious grief, 
Rigoletto refuses to tell her anything of her dead mother, denies her even the knowledge 
of his own name, and warns her and her guardian Giovanna to preserve the utmost 
secrecy, admitting no strangers and speaking to no one but himself. He is, he says, 
surrounded by enemies who would rob him of his one sweet consolation, his only 
daughter. Suspecting an intruder, he nervously looks about, and unnoticed the disguised 
Duke slips into the yard of the house. Rigoletto makes his farewell. 


Gilda tells Giovanna of her growing love for the young man who visits her each 
night, and of her remorse at keeping the meetings a secret from her beloved father. 
The Duke now approaches, dismisses Giovanna, and makes ardent love to the beautiful 
Gilda. He hesitates as she asks his name, and then tells her he is Walter Maldé, a 
poor student. Giovanna returns to warn the lovers that she hears approaching footsteps. 
They part, and Gilda is left to muse wistfully on the dear name of her lover. Slowly 
she enters the house and is heard still repeating ‘Walter Maldé” as she disappears from 


sight. 
INTERMISSION 
“FAUST” — Act ill 
by 
Charles Gounod 
Libretto by J. Barbier and M. Carre 
CAST 
in order of appearance 
Bate is ed eS AS Sets Res. Pierre Boutet 
FRG MARION DOOR. oa os i Sean gees Andrew MacMillan 
PE GENO tig ks as a ee th Oe a Mary Morrison 
Marthe, a neighbour of Marguerite’s....00.0000.o eee Joanne Ivey 
SYNOPSIS 


Faust muses on the innocent and lovely Marguerite, but his reverie is broken by 
the gleeful appearance of Mephistopheles with a casket of fabulous gems. 

Marguerite appears, and sits dreaming at her spinning, her song broken by memories 
of her recent metting with Faust. She discovers the casket of jewels. Delighted she 
arrays herself in the jewels. A neighbour, Marthe, comes to admire, and stays to be 
courted by Satan. Faust, impetuous with love, follows Marguerite into the shadows of 
the garden, and Mephistopheles, managing to evade the amorous Marthe, intones an 
invocation to the night. 


The enchanted lovers come softly back to the cottage, but Marguerite, suddenly 
apprehensive, begs Faust to leave her. Mephistopheles detains him; and Faust, once 
more carried away by Marguerite’s song of ecstasy, returns to her arms. 


Costumes by Keay Costume Company, Toronfo 


COMING: 


Final Concert of the Seventeenth Season to be given by 
MARGUERITE GIGNAC, SOPRANO, St. Denis Hall, 
Friday, April 20, 8:30 p.m. 
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